Let d(a) and 6(a) be nonnegative functions defined on the extended complex plane C such that 0^ô(à)+6(a)^l, a e C,
2 {0(a) + 6(a)} ^ 2.
aeö

Then there exists a function f(z) which is meromorphic in the finite z-plane with ô(a, f)=ô(a), 6(a, f)=6(a), a e C Finally, let </>(r) be a positive increasing function with
(1.1) <f>(r)-+oo (r-*oo).
Then our function f (z) may be chosen so that, in addition, its Nevanlinna characteristic satisfies
(1.2) r(r)<r* (r) for all sufficiently large r.
Here we are using the standard notations of Nevanlinna's theory as described in [3] , [6] ; for example, 0(a,f) is the index of multiplicity (Verzweigungsindex) of a. Our function ƒ (z) thus provides a complete solution to the 'inverse problem' of the Nevanlinna theory (cf. [2, Chapter 7] ; [9, Chapter 8] ).
In general, the solution to the inverse problem must be of infinite order (cf. [8] ); (1.2) asserts that this may be as 'small' an infinite order as desired.
Among earlier partial solutions to this problem we note Nevanlinna [5] , Goldberg (cf. with r k+1 jr k tending rapidly to infinity with the property that if b is a fixed element of (?-(Au0) then, for all aeC 9 \{l-ô(a)}n(r 9 b 9 f)-n(r 9 a 9 f)\ l ' ) <,(4lk)n(r 9 
